Data, Control & ._
o metucior Hallucinations

The image shows the iconic Earthrise motif ..~ °~
transformed through Google’s DeepDream
process into a machine-generated hallucination. @ :
The neural network amplifies visual structures =~ . '_ _
that correspond to patterns learned during . {8
training: eyes, snouts, faces, and animal-like .* N o T
forms emerge from craters, clouds, and image _* St ': 2
textures. Hallucination becomes literally = . «
visible—the system does not simply represent . -
the world but projects its own learned patterns "
back into the image. The photographic view of
: us becomes an image of



The cover of Mondo 2000: A User’s Guide to the
New Edge, associated with the early-1990s
cyberculture that emerged from the Californian
counterculture and the developing culture of
Silicon Valley. It marks a historical transition
from the Whole Earth Catalog’s 1960s and 70s
vision of personal empowerment through tools,
ecology, and alternative communities toward a
new technological imaginary centered on
computers, networks, virtual reality,
biotechnology, and hacking. The slogan
“Hacking the Planet” captures this shift:
technology is no longer merely a tool for
understanding or living differently in the world,
but increasingly a means of actively
transforming and programming it. In the context
of the seminar, the image situates
contemporary Al within this longer history in
which counterculture, computation,
technological utopianism, and Silicon Valley
became increasingly intertwined.

Historic Context
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Technical Foundations

A seminar handbook, combining
original introductory texts with carefully
curated primary sources, provides the basis
for our work. We will learn how to read
scientific papers and engage directly with
key publications from computer science and
Al research. The aim is not to treat Al as a
technological black box, but to understand
its fundamental concepts and mechanisms
well enough to connect them critically to
their philosophical, cultural, political,
and aesthetic implications. Theory,
technical analysis and experimental
practice are developed together throughout
the seminar.
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POLITICAL

Doomsday narratives and
utopian promises shift the
debate about Al into the
future. By focusing on
hypothetical existential
risks, they leave both the
importance of Al and the
authority of those who
claim to control its
development largely
unguestioned.

PERSPECTIVE

At the same time,
immediate problems—
corporate monopolies,
concentrated
infrastructures, economic
power, and control over
data—recede from view.
Political decisions are
reframed as technical
necessities, allowing
private actors to bypass or
weaken democratic
processes.



